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ALEXANDER KEYSERLING,
RODERICK I. MURCHISON IR
PIRMIEJI EUROPINES RUSIJOS
KVARTERO GEOLOGIJOS TYRIMAI

Baltijos krasty gamtininkas Alexander Key-
serling (1815-1891), paminétas garsiajame
Charles Darwin (1809-1882) pareiskime, prisky-
rusiame jj prie evoliucijos idéjos pradininky, bu-
vo ir vienas pirmyjy Rusijos geologijoje bei pa-
leontologijoje. 1840 m. jis dalyvavo oficialioje
misijoje, kurios metu europinéje Rusijos dalyje
buvo tiriamos naudingosios iSkasenos, vertina-
mos pramones galimybeés, o 1841 m. jis jau pri-
sidéjo prie Roderick |. Murchison (1792-1871)
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bei Edouard Poulletier de Verneuil (1805-1873)
geologinés ekspedicijos | europine Rusijg ir
Uralg. 1843 m. ekspedicija A. Keyserling nuve-
dé j dar netyrinétus rajonus — Pecioros basei-
na ir Siaurinio Uralo kalnus.

Sios ekspedicijos metu buvo atrastas Tima-
no kalnagubris j vakarus nuo Pecioros upés. Ga-
ves nurodymy i$ Rusijos vyriausybés, A. Keyser-
lingas atliko geologine Sio regiono nuotrauka,
pateiké geologinj zemélapj ir patvirtino R. I. Mur-
chison bei E. de Verneu-

¥
= . RTE b e
A s Xcisertimg « o Xrusenstern

il poziurj apie Rusijos
i geologija. Ypatingas dé-
mesys, kaip ir ankstesné-
se kelionése, buvo skir-
tas eratiniy rieduliy iSpli-
timui. Taigi, A. Keyserlin-
g ir R. I. Murchison yra
pirmieji geologai, aprase
milzinisko Siaurinio aple-
déjimo didziulése europi-
nés Rusijos platybese
| peédsakus, nors tuo me-
.| tuabu jie dar gyné drei-
fo teorijg, atmesdami
naujajg plataus masto
apledéjimo hipoteze.
Zidirint dar bendriau,
tai reikéty vertinti kaip

A.Keyserling ir P.V.Krusens-
tern veikalas ,Geognostisch—
Geografische Ubersicht des
Petchora Landes”, 1846.

Geognostisch-Geografische
Ubersicht des Petchora Lan-
des ... von A. v. Keiserling & P.
v. Krusenstern, 1846.

* Bernhard Fritscher mokslo interesy sritis — Zemés moksly istorija. Pastaruoju metu daug démesio skiria XIX a.
mokslinéms idéjoms ir dabartinés mineralogijos bei geologijos raidai.
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nelabai iki Siol Zinomy to me-
to Vokietijos ir Rusijos moksli-
niy rysiy pavyzdi. Zinant, kad
A. Keyserling studijavo Berly-
ne, kur jam didelés jtakos tu-
réjo Alexander von Humboldt
(1769-1859) ir Leopold von
Buch (1774-1853), reikia pa-
stebéti, jog A. Keyserling dar-
ba galima laikyti A.von Hum-
boldt pozidrio | moksla jgy-
vendinimo XIX a. pavyzdZziu.

Roderick Impey Murchison. Joseph
Roderick Impey Murchison. En-
graved by Joseph Brown.

Brown graviura.
Alexander Keyserling, 1846.
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Summary

Alexander Keyserling, Roderick I.
Murchison and Early Quaternary
Geology in European Russia*

The Baltic naturalist Alexander Keyserling
(1815-1891) (who is particularly remembered
by Charles Darwin’s (1809-1882) famous state-
ment, ranking him among the predecessors of
the idea of evolution) was one of the pioneers
of Russian geology and paleontology. In 1840,
he participated in an official mission to explore
the mineral ressources and industries of Euro-
pean Russia, and, in 1841, he joined the geo-
logical excursion of Roderick I. Murchison
(1792-1871) and Edouard de Verneuil (1805-
1873) to European Russia and the Ural moun-
tains. A further expedition, in 1843, led Keyser-
ling to the unexplored Petschora Basin and the
northern Ural mountains.

One of the major results of this expedition
was the discovery of the Timan Range west of
the Petschora River. According to his instruc-
tions from the Russian government, Keyserling

surveyed the region and presented a geologi-
cal map, confirming mainly the ideas on Rus-
sian geology elaborated by Murchison und
Verneuil. Special attention was given, as on his
former travels, to the distribution of erratic boul-
ders. Thus, Keyserling, together with Mur-
chison, became the first geologist to describe
the relics of the great Northern glaciation for
great parts of European Russia—although both
Keyserling and Murchison, at this time, still
advocated the drift theory against the new idea
of former large glaciations.

The paper discusses Keyserling’s travels in
Russia, emphasizing his observations and
ideas on quaternary geology. In a more com-
prehensive way, they should be presented as
an example of some of the less known German—
Russian scientific relations in this time. And, fi-
nally, with regard to Keyserling’s studies in
Berlin-where he had been particularly influ-
enced by Alexander von Humboldt (1769-1859)
and Leopold von Buch (1774-1853)-his work
might also serve as an example of the praxis of
Humboldtian science in the mid-nineteeth cen-
tury.

* Bernhard Fritscher, Institute for the History of Science, University of Munich, Germany — historian, lectures mainly
history of Earth Sciences; he has publikations on the cultural history of modern mineralogy and geology, currently, is
particularly interested in the political history of the 19th century Earth Sciences.





